
It is hard to fail, but it is worse 
never to have tried to 

succeed. Theodore Roosevelt



Target grades and aspirational targets – how all of 
this has been worked out

• Targets have been set based on Fisher Family Trust statistical 
analysis of grades over the last 5 years eg

• A student with a certain SATs score from primary school, doing a 
certain subject, over the last 5 years most often comes out with 
a certain grade

• We then benchmark against the top 20% of schools

• Important to note: this target is not about the students here at 
Archer, it is about lots of students nationwide who are similar

• We believe that with really hard work you can beat these grades, 
as some in year 11 are going to do

• If you feel your targets are limiting you, talk to your teachers



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

Maths 104

Science No SATS grade



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

5

Maths 104 6

Science No SATS grade 6

Based on FFT



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

5 6

Maths 104 6 7

Science No SATS grade 6 7

Based on FFT + 1



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

3- 5 6

Maths 104 3+ 6 7

Science No SATS grade 2+ 6 7

Exam grade
+ 

Teachers view of your approach to your 
study and attitude to learning



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

3- 5- 5 6

Maths 104 3+ 5+ 6 7

Science No SATS grade 2+ 4+ 6 7

End of year grade in Y9 
+ 2 grades (1 grade per year)

Maybe more or less than this depending 
on your attitude to learning



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

3- 5- 5 6

Maths 104 3+ 5+ 6 7

Science No SATS grade 2+ 4+ 6 7

These are the 
two columns 
that matter



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

3- 5- 5 6

Maths 104 3+ 5+ 6 7

Science No SATS grade 2+ 4+ 6 7



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

3- 5- 5 6

Maths 104 3+ 5+ 6 7

Science No SATS grade 2+ 4+ 6 7



Jonny

Primary SATS
score

End of year 9 GCSE 
grade

Working Towards GCSE 
Grade grade at end 

year 11

Target grade for final 
GCSE

Aspirational target 
grade

English 101 
(reading)

3- 5- 5 6

Maths 104 3+ 5+ 6 7

Science No SATS grade 2+ 4+ 6 7



What do grades actually mean?
• Grade 4 is considered to be a “standard pass”

• Grade 5 is considered to be a “strong pass”

• Grade 6s will probably be needed in a subject to access A levels

• 5 x grade 6s (including English and maths) is likely to be the entry requirement 
for 6th form colleges

• Woodhouse College requires an average of grade 6 in all subjects taken

• We have set our targets as a minimum of grade 4

• If you do not achieve a grade 4 in English AND Maths you will have to keep on 
taking them until you do once you have left Archer Academy

• A grade 9 is the top end of the old A* and so is the new “gold standard”

• Those aiming for Russel Group universities should be aiming for 7s, 8s, 9s

• Those aiming for the very best universities should be aiming for 8s, 9s

• The Ebacc qualification will probably be an important marker for universities and 
employers

• At least a grade 5 in English, maths, science, history/geography and French/Spanish/Italian



Dealing with uncertainty

• It is hard to be completely confident in our grading when you are in year 9

• You should expect some fluctuation in grades

• You may also see differences in grades between subjects

• As time goes on the picture will become clearer

• What matters most now is:
• Attitude and application
• Good working habits and routines
• Greater responsibility
• Talking about life beyond GCSEs – how to keep options open
• Putting in the hours, but working smart
• Keeping in mind that bigger picture – 2 years to go



What do your exam grades mean?

• In year 9 you have only just started your Key Stage 4 courses

• It is unrealistic to expect that you would achieve higher than a grade 6 with 2 
years still to go

• A grade 5 or 6 at this stage is a very strong performance and puts you in a 
good place to aim for 7+

• Remember 2 grades of progress over the next 2 years is possible if you work 
hard. More progress will require a lot of hard work but is possible

• If you were disappointed with your grades:
• Did you prepare as well as you could?
• What lessons did you learn about how to revise well?
• Who can help you improve?



Journey through Yr10 and Yr11

• Some practical coursework (art, music, business, food, 
computer science, design & tech, engineering, PE)

• All content from the beginning of year 9 will be 
examined at the end of year 11 (June 2020)

• Most of you will complete 9 GCSEs, many of which 
have 3 written exams: 25-30 written exams in a 3 
week period 

• All exams will be handwritten

• Exam technique and recall will be key for success

• We will prepare you through formal exam weeks and 
mock exams to build stamina and confidence

• Exam schedule:
• Year 10 “one year to go” exams (this  time next year)
• Year 11 mock exams just before Christmas and Easter



Big questions…

• What your final results will say about you?

• Where do you want to go next?

• What do you need to get there?

• We don’t expect you to know all the answers here today

• But we do expect that you will want to find out the answers

• How do you begin to connect with your future?

• You can do anything you want – if you know what you need and know 
how to get it



How do we prepare 

for our next step? 

Year 10 Are their 

anxieties?

What should 

the students 

be excited 

about?

What is 

their long 

term goal?



Upper School Staff

Mr Gillo: Senior Teacher of Upper 

School

Miss Randall: Deputy of Upper School

Ms Humphrey: Head of Year 11

Mr. McSherry: Head of Year 10

Year 10

Moving to Upper School



Upper School: 

Helpful tips from Year 10 

Being GCSE Ready

● Plan your work and revision.

● Manage your time.

● Recognise your ambition.

Expectations

● High standards of behavior, appearance and attitude – role models

● Being independent and resilient learners. 

● Meeting the challenges of GCSE and shaping your future.

Code of Conduct 

•  Punctual 

•  Organised

•  Upper school uniform

• Homework



Upper School: 

What should they be 

excited about…

 Amsterdam
 Barnet College
 Woodhouse 
 Careers
 Amsterdam
 Archer +
 Study Hall 
 Tutor Rewards and trips
 Duke of Edinburgh
 Work Experience



W/C Monday 18th March, 2019

All forms will be uploaded to SMH

● It is the student’s responsibility to 
find a suitable work experience 
placement. 

● The deadline is Friday 28th

September, 2018

● Research and find a potential 
placement over the summer. 

● Relevant and interesting! Current 
year 10 have been successful in 
being offered part time jobs this 
year. 

Over the Summer!
● Staff, friends, family, colleagues!



W/C Monday 18th March, 2019

What if they do not find a placement of their own….?

Barnet Education Business Partnership will 
provide them with a list and they will need to 

choose one.

Forms



Kingswood Residential 

Friday 6th – Sunday 8th July, 2018

Parent Information



On Friday 6th July, children should come into school in their own clothes for 8.20am and be ready for 

normal lessons. Your child should bring their school bag and usual equipment with them, they can 

then leave their bags in their lockers and collect them on Monday when they are back in school. 

We are planning to leave school at 12pm on Friday 6th July and will be travelling by coach. Children 

should bring a drink and packed lunch with them as we are leaving before school lunchtime. Free 

school meals will be available for children who receive these. There will be a 20 minute coach stop for 

students to eat their lunch and use the bathroom. There will not be time for the students to buy 

anything at the service station so please ensure that they come equipped with a drink. 

Our estimated time of arrival at The Archer Academy on Sunday 8th July will be 4.00pm. We ask that 

you come to meet your child at Lower School at 4.00pm. 

Some logistics



Mobile phones

In order for your children to maximise their Kingswood experience we will adhere to normal 

school policy whilst on the trip. 

Should your child wish to contact you, they will be able to do so via a member of staff / brick 

phone. 

We will be taking school mobile phones with us for emergencies. 



Spending money

At Kingswood, all of your child’s needs are catered for and so spending money is not necessary. 

However, there is a shop where your child can buy postcards, limited refreshments and 

souvenirs. Therefore, we recommend a maximum amount of £10 spending money. 

Snacks

All of your child’s needs will be catered for during the trip. I would ask for your support in 

making sure that students do not arrive with huge stashes of sweets and chocolate in their bags. 



Room allocations

The rooms are allocated mainly in rooms of two with a small number of larger rooms of 4, 5 and 6. 

Students will be grouped by form classes. 

Boys will dorm with boys and girls will dorm with girls. 

Grouping by form will ensure that your child is grouped with other students who they know. 



GCSE English Literature 
and Language 

 Overview of English 
Language and Literature

 Some of the demands of the 
specification

 An overview of each paper

 How you can best support at 
home

Frances Walker 



• Students will be sitting two separate GCSEs: Literature and Language. This means that they will sit 
four papers in total at the end of year 11. 

• There is no coursework component; all learning is assessed through examination 
• All papers are closed book, meaning students must have a full understanding of all the texts they 

will be studying in English Literature. 
• Throughout Year 10 and 11, students will have regular GCSE style mock exams. This will be 

happening at the end of half term and within lesson time. This will help them to practise their 
timing, increase their writing stamina, and become familiarised with the pressure of exam 
conditions. 

GCSE English Literature and Language details 

 Four exams: two for Language 
and two for Literature

No coursework
Closed book for Literature
Unseen extracts for Language 
Regular assessments and 

mock exams 



What do the GCSE exams look like?

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel
a) A 34 mark question on the set Shakespeare text, with 30 

marks for content and 4 marks for technical accuracy 
(spelling, punctuation and grammar). 

b) A 30 mark question on the set 19th century novel in the 
same format as Section A, but without the technical 
accuracy mark. 

Time allowed: 1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing
a) Section A: you will be asked to answer 4 questions in 

total on a 20th or 21st century fiction extract. 
b) Section B: you will be given an image that is linked to 

the extract from Section A. You will be asked to write 
either a description or a narrative. 

Time allowed: 1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
a) Section A: you will be asked to answer 4 questions in total 

on two non-fiction extracts: one from the 19th century 
and the other 20th/21st century. 

b) Section B: you will be given a statement that links to the 
overall subject and viewpoint of the two non-fiction 
extracts. You will be asked to write a non-fiction text 
which expresses your own viewpoint on the statement. 
You will be given the purpose and text type of your 
response in the question. 

Time allowed: 1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 
a) A 34 mark question on the set modern text, with 30 

marks for content and 4 marks for technical accuracy 
(spelling, punctuation and grammar). 

b) A 30 mark question on the set cluster of poetry we will 
be studying 

c) A 24 mark question on an unseen poem
d) An 8 mark question which asks you to compare two 

unseen poems
Time allowed: 2 hours and 15 minutes

LANGUAGE LITERATURE



Assessment Objectives for English Language
READING FOR MEANING
Reading for meaning and 
finding appropriate evidence 
to support your ideas. 

LANGUAGE AND 
STRUCTURE
Identifying descriptive and 
structural features, and 
explaining why and how they 
are used for effect. 

COMPARISON ON 
VIEWPOINT
Identifying what the writer 
feels, how they convey these 
feelings, and comparing those 
opinions with another text. EVALUATE

Being able to argue for and 
against a statement/idea, and 
explaining why and how you 
believe your response. 

CONTENT AND ORGANISATION
Being able to write for a specific 
purpose, text type and 
audience, as well as using  
descriptive and structural 
features fluently.

Using paragraphs correctly and 
for a specific purpose. 

SPAG
Spelling, punctuation, 
grammar and 
vocabulary.



Assessment Objectives for English Literature

PERSONAL RESPONSE
Having an opinion which is 
structured and presents a 
strong understanding of the 
text(s). You will also be using 
evidence from the text(s) to 
support your person 
response. 

CONTEXT
Linking your personal 
response to the historical, 
social, political and cultural 
background information of 
the text(s). 

LANGUAGE AND 
STRUCTURE
Similar to AO2 of English 
Language, you need to 
be identifying descriptive 
and structural features, 
and explaining why and 
how they are used for 
effect.   

SPAG
This is only four marks, 
and assesses the 
ambitious vocabulary 
and the spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar. 



English Literature: The set texts 
19th Century: The 

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde Shakespeare: Macbeth

Modern prose or play: 
An Inspector Calls

Poetry cluster: Love and 
Relationships anthology



English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century 
novel

 Will always be extract 
based.

 Will always ask you to 
use evidence from 
other parts of the text.

 You are expected to 
explore- to achieve the 
highest mark you must 
explore more than 
meaning and 
interpretation. 

 Will focus on either: 
 Character
 Theme 



English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

 Section A will always be a choice of a character or theme question 
 Section B will always be a comparison question and a theme studied across Love and Relationships
 Section C will always be unseen.



What does English Language paper look 
like?
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing 

 Q1: List four things (4 marks)
 Q2: Language (8 marks)
 Q3: Structure (8 marks)
 Q4: Evaluation of a statement (20 marks)

AO2!



AO2!

 Q1: Pick four true statements from one source(4 
marks)

 Q2: Summary of one topic from both sources (8 
marks)

 Q3: Analysis of language in one source (8 marks)
 Q4:  Comparison of viewpoints from both 

sources(20 marks)

What does English Language paper look like?
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives



Section B of English Language papers: 50% of the mark

 Will always be linked to the sources you will be given in the 
exams. 

 Section B from paper 1 will always give you a choice between 
description and narrative

 Section from paper 2 will always have a statement that will 
help you form your argument and viewpoint. 

 Both questions will always be 24 marks on content, and 16 
marks for SPAG.



 Take a copy of the practice Literature and 
Language questions once a week/fortnight 
before September

 Re-familiarise yourself with Macbeth and The 
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde; this 
does mean having a full understanding of the 
plot and remembering key themes, plot points 
and characters. 

 Use further reading to gain a more thoughtful, 
developed and insightful response to the set 
texts, as well as unseen fiction texts for English 
Language Paper 1. 

 Pick up a newspaper; read and/or subscribe to 
broadsheet newspapers and academic journals 
to promote an awareness of text type, purpose 
and audience. This will be also promote a 
deeper understanding of new and ambitious 
vocabulary for future responses. 

What can be achieved to be ‘Upper 
School Ready’ in September?

Macbeth
Shakespeare’s other tragedies: 
Othello
King Lear
Hamlet 
Antony and Cleopatra
Titus Andronicus

Further Reading: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Dracula by Bram Stoker
A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickins
The Sign of Four by Arthur Conan 
Doyle
Bleak House by Charles Dickens 
(focusing on how the weather is 
used) 



What are the next steps for 
September?

- We will be structuring our schemes of learning to 
complement both sets of Assessment Objectives for 
Literature and Language.

- While the Literature texts are being taught, class teachers 
will be using Language based activities (approaching 
unseen non-fiction texts, analysing structure and 
language) in order to keep an equal and balanced 
approach to Literature and Language. 

- Homework will be based on exam questions from the 
GCSE English Literature and Language papers, and are 
expected to take the appropriate time that would be 
given in the actual exam. 

Don’t forget to take: 
- A copy of the presentation slides (they will also 

be on Show My Homework)
- A booklet of practice Literature questions
- A collection of English Literature Paper 1 

resources with accompanied questions



Useful Websites and 
resources
BBC bitesize revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/

‘The Beast Within’: a deeper insight into Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/dec/13/dr-jekyll-
mr-hyde-stevenson

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff

@MrBruffEnglish, @Mrs_SPaG, @mini_lectures and 
@Macbeth_insights on Twitter

Subject specific hashtags for English

#spelling #punctuation #grammar #SPaG #GCSE #Ale

vel #lit #litchat #langchat #vocab#vocabulary

https://twitter.com/MrBruffEnglish
https://twitter.com/Mrs_SPaG
https://twitter.com/mini_lectures
https://twitter.com/hashtag/spelling?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/punctuation?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/grammar?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SPaG?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GCSE?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Alevel?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/lit?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/litchat?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/langchat?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/vocab?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/vocabulary?src=hash


Science

All y9s have been 

following their 

GCSE

science course 

since October



Science

All y9s have been 

following their 

GCSE

science course 

since October

All students have been following content 

common to both combined science and 

triple science



What challenges do these qualifications pose?

1) More demanding (linear/maths/more difficult concepts)  however the same proportion of students should be getting the

same grades as in the old qualification.

2) Structuring revision – the need to revisit and consolidate 

3) Dealing with the unknown – however they will be the third year so are in a better position



Science

3 science GCSEs

biology

chemistry

physics

combined science 

triple science

2 science GCSEs

Papers in biology,

chemistry and physics

with a combined grade



Science

3 science GCSEs

biology

chemistry

physics

combined science 

triple science

2 science GCSEs

Papers in biology,

chemistry and physics

with a combined grade

5.5    5.6   6.6    6.7    7.7



Higher/foundation dilemma



Higher/foundation dilemma
Schools are now putting more (60%?) of students

in for foundation level

Issues with 6th form applications – need for 6s?



Structure of teaching groups

10 X1

10 X2

10 X3

10 X4

10 Y1

10 Y2

10 Y3

10 Y4

• Decided to introduce an extra class on each

side of the year throughout Y10 and Y11
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• Triple groups (generally higher – occasional foundation

entry)



Structure of teaching groups

10 X1

10 X2

10 X3

10 X4

10 Y1

10 Y2

10 Y3

10 Y4

• Decided to introduce an extra class on each

side of the year throughout Y10 and Y11

• Triple groups (generally higher – occasional foundation

entry)

• Three combined science groups on each side of the year

• Reducing class size

• Target our teaching for all students

• Allow movement between groups to better support learning



Y9s have just completed a mock 

GCSE paper

Talk to your child about how they 

found it, how well they had 

prepared, what they need to do 

moving forward.

We would expect most children to 

make 2 levels of progress from 

where they are now.



Summer task

Learn your equations!!



Maths Year 9 Core Subjects Evening
Clare Williams, Head of Maths

• Key information about Maths exams 
• How to support your child



Maths Exams

Foundation Grades 1 – 5
Higher Grades 4-9

Format
• 3 x 90 minute exam papers.
• One non calculator. Two 

calculator papers.

Tier Decisions
• Exam boards recommend 50-50 split F-H
• Evidence needed for Higher exam: not a last minute request from a Grade 4
• Tier decisions made in April Year 11
• Interim tiers are flexible and have no impact on final decisions







Passport To Success
Why do I need my Passport?
You need to achieve your Passport 
by the end of this year to be on 
track for your GCSE in Maths

What do I have to do?
● Get a specific grade in a GCSE 

paper
● Achieve 90% on your Skills Test



What if I do not get 
my Passport?

If you get to your Two Years to Go Exams 
and we think you might not pass we will 
help you with:

- Extra homework
- Extra Maths lessons

If you do not pass in July, we will give you 
summer work to help you pass in 
September instead.



How can I support my child in Maths?



1. An Outstanding Work Ethic







2. Minitest & Hegarty Maths





3. Being fully equipped for Maths

Calculator model:

FX-83GT Plus

‘dual algebraic 
display’



GCSE Further Maths (target grades 8-9)

• Open to (roughly) top set, dependent on grade in Baseline 
Assessment. 

• Overlaps with GCSE grades 8 and 9 (old A*)

• Supports transition to A level Further Maths/ Maths.



GCSE Statistics

• Open to all students not eligible for GCSE Further Maths. 

• Overlaps with GCSE grades 5, 6, 7 (grades A to C)

• Supports transition to the Statistics part of Maths A level.


