
 
 

The Archer 2021 Holiday Book Gift Guide 
 

Skewing rather dark this year, the guide is full of mysteries and twists, perfect for those dark 
December evenings. Divided by age, you’ll find something for almost everyone on your list. 
 
For younger friends and family, up to age 7 
 

 

When friends and family are scattered far and wide this 
Christmas, Clarice Bean must save the spirit of Christmas from 
floating away! 

 

A charming picture book that tackles a difficult subject and 
highlights the importance of friendship and  Inspired by a true 
story. 

 

Jack’s beloved teddy, Dur Pig, has gone missing, and his 
annoying replacement unexpectedly offers to help in this magical 
tale by the author of the Harry Potter series. 

 

The SuperVet’s first book for young readers introduces Vetman and 
his battle to save animals in bionic ways—but trouble is brewing 
when Vetman’s longtime foe plots to poison dogs and cats across 
the land.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/lee-wind/red-and-green-and-blue-and-white/


 
 

For children aged 7 – 13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Four seventh graders, who have nothing in common and barely 
know each other, must work together and follow the instructions of 
an anonymous blackmailer. None of them want to go along with the 
blackmailer's strange instructions, but each of them has a secret 
they must protect at all costs. 

 

Friends Leo and Sangeeta embark on a quest to find out why 
Leo’s name is embossed in marble over the door of a local 
cathedral. The latest from the author of The Boy at the Back of 
the Class explores racism, bullying, and diversity. 

 

Trouble seems to find Ashley wherever she goes, including her 
latest foster home. When she stumbles across a top-secret 
scientific breakthrough, her life is about to get even more 
complicated. This fresh graphic novel is part of the DC Universe. 

 

Yanni must rescue his baby brother from the Land of Fae in this 
dark new tale (inspired by the film Labyrinth? There is some 
debate!) by the author of The Midnight Guardians. 



 
 

Any teen would enjoy one of these 
 

 

Esme and Kayla did something bad when they were 8-year-old 
campers. Now they’re counsellors at the same camp, but they’ve put 
it all behind them, right?  But then they get a note… 
THE LAKE NEVER FORGETS.  

 

Jake is one of the few Black students at his preppy boarding 
school—but that’s not the only thing that makes him different.  
Jake sees dead people, and one in particular is making his life a 
living nightmare.  

 

A graphic novel featuring murder, social media, and affluent 
teens, this is one for fans of One of Us is Lying. Which is 
everybody, right? 

 

The Little Mermaid meets Children of Blood and Bone, a 
glorious fairy tale for young adults infused with West African 
mythology. For fans of Cinderella is Dead. 



 
 

 
For your favourite adult 
 

 

The aging rocker in your life will enjoy this down-to-earth, behind-
the-scenes autobiography by the Foo Fighters’ front man. 

 

Eschew the obvious Thursday Murder Club sequel and try this 
festive country house mystery for fans of Agatha Christie! 

 

Part memoir, part recipe book, this collection of essays by the 
veteran actor will entertain you at the same time it inspires you to 
create a humble, home-cooked feast. 

 

The astonishing voice of the young poet who spoke at the 
American Presidential Inauguration shines out in these seventy 
moving and inspiring poems. 



 
 

 

Post World War I Ecuador:  Spanish-born Puri is given the 
opportunity for a new life when she inherits her father’s cocoa 
plantation in South America, but it comes at a cost as she 
confronts the secrets of her father’s past. 

 

This story describes eight years in the life of New Yorker Dasani 
Coates, whose family struggles with homelessness, drug use, and 
unemployment. Following her ancestors from slavery to the Great 
Migration north, Invisible Child explores what happens when she is 
offered a chance to escape her poverty-stricken surroundings. 

 
 


